
The Kite Runner Analysis Questions  
If a question has a * you need to have 

Chapter One and Two (1-11) a detailed, several sentence response. 
The other questions can just be 

1. What does Amir say happened to him at the age of twelve? answered as simply as you want. 

2*. Who is Hassan? Describe him physically. What is a cleft lip? Describe him by his 
relationships. What was.his first word? Why is that important? How did he come into 
Amir's life? What contrast is made between Amir and Hassan? 

3.  What does it mean to be Hazara, Shi'a Muslim, Afghanistan's minority group? Who, in 
the sto ry thus far, is Hazara? 

4.  What does it mean to be Pashtun, Sunni Muslim, Afghanistan's majority group? Who, in 
the story thus far, is Pashtun? 

5*. How does Amir describe his home? Why do you think he elaborates this description so 
much? What do the details of the family pictures in Amir's house reveal? 

6*. Who is Sanaubar? How is she contrasted to Amir's mother? 
7*. Who is Ali? What do the neighborhood children call him? What does it mean? Why do 

they call him this? 

Chapter Three (12-23) 

1. What did Amir's father build during Amir's early childhood?  
2. Amir's father says there is only one sin in the world. What is it?  
3. vVhat favorite pastime does Amir have that his father just can't stand?  
4* . How does Amir feel about his father in these chapters?  
5*. What issues does Baba have towards Amir?  

Chapter Four (24-34) 

1*. In your opinion, why does Amir tease Hassan about his intelligence and illiteracy? 
2. How did Amir's family come to know Ali? 
3. What prompts Amir to write his first story? 
4*.  What is the plot of the story and why does Hassan's suggestion about the plot tell the 

reader's about Hassan's state of mind? 

Chapter Five (35-47) 

1. * Who is Assef? What is his ancestry? What is his reputation and why? 
2.* Assef says, "Too late for Hitler, but not for us." What does he mean? What does this tell 

us about his character? 
3. vVho are Wali and Kamal? 
4.  *What happens between AsseflWali/Kamal and Amir/Hassan? What does Assef 

threaten (foreshadow)? 
5. What does Amir want to tell Assef about Hassan when they bully him about being 

friends? 
6. What does Hassan do to save both himself and Amir from Assef? 
7.*What does Baba give Hassan for his birthday? What does his present suggest about his 

character? How does Amir react to this present? Why is the present ironic? 


